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Introduction 

What is NYSTCE Flex? 

The New York State Teacher Certification Examination Flex (NYSTCE Flex) provides an 
assessment option for candidates whose score on selected test fields is within 0.5 standard 
error of measurement of the passing score. Candidates who meet this eligibility requirement 
may have the opportunity to submit a NYSTCE Flex assessment rather than retaking their test. 

For NYSTCE Flex, candidates provide an analysis in which they demonstrate their knowledge of 
the content assessed by a test competency. Candidates will complete the analysis and submit it 
to be scored using Pearson’s ePortfolio system. Candidates who pass NYSTCE Flex will meet the 
relevant content specialty test requirement for their certificate, but may still need to take and 
pass additional content specialty tests as required by their certificate area. 

The NYSTCE website includes NYSTCE Flex assessment information, policies (including eligibility 
requirements), account creation and registration, as well as access to the Pearson ePortfolio 
system upon registration. 

About the NYSTCE Program 

The NYSTCE program includes tests of content knowledge designed to ensure that educators 
are knowledgeable in the content of the certificate sought.  

Each test is designed to measure areas of knowledge called competencies. Within each 
competency is a list of statements of important knowledge called performance indicators, as 
well as a summary of the content knowledge candidates will need to demonstrate called 
performance expectations. Together, these competencies define the content of the test. The 
test competencies were validated for the NYSTCE by educators from New York State and were 
aligned with state and national standards for each content area.  

 

https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html
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About NYSTCE Flex 

What fields are included in NYSTCE Flex? 

The NYSTCE website provides information about the NYSTCE Flex assessment options. 
Candidates are strongly encouraged to review this website prior to registering for NYSTCE Flex. 

Eligibility Requirements for NYSTCE Flex Candidates 

At its February 2025 meeting, the Board of Regents adopted amendments to Section 80-1.5 of 
the Commissioner's regulations, establishing a waiver process for the content knowledge 
certification examination requirement. This applies to candidates seeking a certificate in the 
classroom teaching service, educational leadership service, school counseling, or an applicable 
extension under Section 80-4.3. 

Candidates who score within 0.5 standard error of measurement (SEM) of the passing score on 
a required NYSTCE test may apply for a waiver. 

Candidates are eligible to take NYSTCE Flex if they have taken the corresponding NYSTCE test 
and received a scaled score that meets the eligibility requirements outlined on the NYSTCE 
website.   

Candidates are required to register for and pay a fee to complete NYSTCE Flex.  

Demonstrating Broad and Deep Content Knowledge 

Candidates who take NYSTCE Flex are required to prepare an organized, developed analysis 
that demonstrates their knowledge of the content assessed by a test competency included in 
the set of NYSTCE test competencies for their field. The competencies for NYSTCE Flex are the 
Pedagogical Content Knowledge and the Analysis, Synthesis, and Application competencies 
from current NYSTCE test competencies in each content area.  

The expectation is that NYSTCE Flex submissions reflect an analysis of the prompt and not 
merely a response that provides a list of facts related to the prompt. Candidates may wish to 
review Webb’s Depth of Knowledge1 in preparing to respond to NYSTCE Flex. NYSTCE Flex 
submissions are expected to demonstrate a Level 3 or Level 4 depth of knowledge.  

1 Webb, Norman L., et al. “Web Alignment Tool” 24 July 2005. Wisconsin Center of Educational Research. 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 2 Feb. 2006. 

The purpose of the NYSTCE Flex submission is to enable candidates to demonstrate their 
content knowledge as evidence of their readiness for an initial teaching position. Candidates 
review the performance expectations and performance indicators within the competency they 

 

https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/Home.aspx
https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_Announcement_Flex.html
https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_Announcement_Flex.html
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will address, provide contextual material that will support their analysis in response to prompts, 
and complete a written analysis demonstrating their content knowledge and readiness.  

The instructions and rubrics in this handbook are used by candidates to prepare a submission 
that demonstrates the depth of their understanding of the content included in the test 
competency. Scorers also use these instructions and rubrics to assess each submission. 
Instructions will be reviewed and updated periodically to improve clarity and provide guidance 
to candidates. 

Originality Screening 

Candidates’ submissions are screened for originality, therefore the guidelines listed below must 
be followed: 

• Candidates’ submissions must be their original work and not the product of others.  

• Candidates may not collaborate with others in preparing their submissions. 

• Candidates may not copy or paraphrase content from the study guide for their field and 
use it in their NYSTCE Flex submissions.  

Refer to the “Administrative Review” section of this handbook for more information. 

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy 

I have abided by my educator preparation program’s policy for the use of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) in preparing my submission. 

I have appropriately cited all references in the submission that have sources from published 
text, the Internet, or any other source, including other educators and AI. 

Prior to Registering for NYSTCE Flex 

Candidates are encouraged to thoroughly review the NYSTCE Flex materials included on the 
NYSTCE website prior to completing their NYSTCE Flex registration. Carefully review the 
templates (blank and completed sample), the requirements included in the template for your 
NYSTCE Flex, any resources referenced in the template, the performance characteristics and 
score scale, and the sample strong response(s) included in the study guide that is related to 
your NYSTCE Flex.  
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Planning Your Submission 

Follow the steps below to complete your NYSTCE Flex submission: 

1. Review the NYSTCE Flex template. During the online NYSTCE Flex registration process, 
select the assessment in registration. You can download the NYSTCE Flex template, 
which includes assessment directions, from the NYSTCE website and from the Pearson 
ePortfolio system. Use the template to provide the information needed to complete the 
analysis in Step 6. 

2. Carefully review the NYSTCE test competency and the associated performance 
expectations and performance indicators that are assessed by your NYSTCE Flex 
assessment before you begin to prepare your submission. The test competencies 
specify the content to be included on the NYSTCE test.  

3. Review the resources for your NYSTCE Flex. A list of approved resources for each 
NYSTCE Flex assessment is included on the NYSTCE website. Resources for preparing 
your submission, developing support materials where required, and completing your 
analysis include relevant curriculum frameworks and/or resources. Use these resources 
to prepare your submission as indicated in the template. 

4. Complete all prompts in the Prompt Section of the template. Respond to a series of 
prompts related to your NYSTCE Flex assessment. Your responses to the prompts should 
support you in preparing an analysis that demonstrates your knowledge of the content 
assessed by the test competency. The prompts may address the New York State 
Learning Standards, instructional context, and instructional materials to be considered 
in your written analysis. 

5. Cite any sources used to prepare your submission. Gather any sources you will use to 
prepare your NYSTCE Flex submission and list these sources in the NYSTCE Flex 
template. Sources may include textbooks, articles, course materials, or other printed or 
electronic materials you will use to prepare your NYSTCE Flex submission; active 
hyperlinks to sources are not allowed and should be removed from any URLs. 

6. Prepare an analysis in which you demonstrate your knowledge of the content 
assessed by the test competency and further elaborated by the performance 
expectations and performance indicators. As a whole, the NYSTCE Flex submission must 
demonstrate your understanding of the content of the test competency and reflect a 
Level 3 or Level 4 depth of knowledge on Webb’s Depth of Knowledge as noted above. 
You should apply your knowledge rather than merely recite factual information. 

Written submissions are required for all NYSTCE Flex assessments. You will provide your 
analysis in the NYSTCE Flex assessment template. Typed submissions in Arial 11-point, 
single-spaced font of up to 3 pages will be accepted. Scorers will evaluate only the first 
3 pages of the analysis of your submission. 

7. Review your submission. Carefully review your submission against the rubrics for your 
NYSTCE Flex prior to uploading it to the ePortfolio system. 
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NYSTCE Flex Policies 

Policies governing NYSTCE Flex registration, assessment, and score reporting are included on 
the Policies page of the NYSTCE website. 

Candidates are expected to review the policies and are required to confirm them as part of the 
registration and submission processes. 

The following is a brief description of the assessment policies: 

• Eligibility Requirements: NYSTCE scaled scores range by assessment and are used to 
determine eligibility to take the corresponding NYSTCE Flex.  

• Rules of Test Participation: Rules and requirements for registering and participating in 
the NYSTCE Flex assessment 

• Submission Attestations: Candidate confirmation of NYSTCE Flex requirements that is 
part of the submission process 

• Scoring Information: Information about score reporting and administrative reviews 

• Retake Policy: Rules and guidelines for retaking NYSTCE Flex 

https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Policies.html
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Evaluation Criteria 

NYSTCE Flex submissions are scored holistically by trained scorers according to standardized 
procedures, using a scoring rubric that includes a set of performance characteristics and a score 
scale. (Scoring rubrics for each NYSTCE Flex assessment can be found below and in the study 
guide for the corresponding NYSTCE test on the NYSTCE website.) 

Scorers include teachers and educator preparation and arts and sciences faculty, qualified in 
the specific NYSTCE Flex test areas. While scorers’ qualifications may vary depending on the 
NYSTCE Flex assessment they will score, in general, scorers have qualifications such as 

• an educator license/certificate in the content area; 

• teaching experience in public schools;  

• experience as a college educator responsible for preparing teacher candidates. 

Scorers are trained in the scoring process. This process involves at least two scorers 
independently scoring each candidate’s submission using the scoring rubric. If there is a 
discrepancy in the scores assigned to a candidate’s submission, the submission is scored by 
another scorer to resolve the discrepancy. Scorers are monitored during the scoring process to 
ensure consistency in scoring.  

Once scoring is complete, the candidate’s score is compared with the approved passing score 
for the NYSTCE Flex assessment. Since candidate responses are evaluated by multiple scorers 
and have essentially already been rescored, there is no rescoring service for NYSTCE Flex 
submissions. Score reports are generated for candidates and released according to the score 
reporting schedule provided on the test information page for the NYSTCE Flex assessment on 
the NYSTCE website. 

NYSTCE Flex Scoring Rubrics 

The scoring rubrics will be used to evaluate each candidate’s NYSTCE Flex submission. Each 
scoring rubric includes a set of performance characteristics and a score scale. The performance 
characteristics provide the criteria that scorers will use to evaluate candidate submissions. The 
score scale describes how the performance characteristics work together at varying levels of 
performance. Each scoring rubric has been reviewed by the NYSTCE Bias Review Committee 
and field-specific Content Advisory Committee and approved by the Department. 

In preparing their NYSTCE Flex assessment materials for submission, candidates are strongly 
encouraged to review the scoring rubric expectations and to evaluate their work using the 
scoring rubric. 

https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_PrepStudyGuide.html
https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html
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Scoring Rubric for NYSTCE Flex  

The following scoring rubric is used to evaluate NYSTCE Flex submissions.  

Performance Characteristics 

Completeness The degree to which the response addresses all parts of the assignment 

Accuracy The degree to which the response demonstrates the relevant knowledge and 
skills accurately and effectively 

Depth of Support The degree to which the response provides appropriate examples and details 
that demonstrate sound reasoning 

Score Scale 

The score scale below, which is related to the performance characteristics for the tests, is used 
by scorers in assigning scores to NYSTCE Flex submissions. 

Score 
Point Score Point Description 

4 

The "4" response reflects a thorough command of the relevant knowledge and skills: 

• The response thoroughly addresses all parts of the assignment. 

• The response demonstrates the relevant knowledge and skills with thorough accuracy 

and effectiveness. 

• The response is well supported by relevant examples and details and thoroughly 

demonstrates sound reasoning. 
 

3 

The "3" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills: 

• The response generally addresses all parts of the assignment. 

• The response demonstrates the relevant knowledge and skills with general accuracy 

and effectiveness. 

• The response is generally supported by some examples and/or details and generally 

demonstrates sound reasoning. 
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Score 
Point Score Point Description 

2 

The "2" response reflects a partial command of the relevant knowledge and skills: 

• The response addresses all parts of the assignment, but most only partially; or some 

parts are not addressed at all. 

• The response demonstrates the relevant knowledge and skills with partial accuracy 

and effectiveness. 

• The response is partially supported by some examples and/or details or demonstrates 

flawed reasoning. 
 

1 

The "1" response reflects little or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills: 

• The response minimally addresses the assignment. 

• The response demonstrates the relevant knowledge and skills with minimum accuracy 

and effectiveness. 

• The response is minimally supported or demonstrates significantly flawed reasoning. 
 

U The response is unscorable because it is unrelated to the assigned topic or off task, unreadable, 
written in a language other than English or contains an insufficient amount of original work to score. 

B No response  

 

Unscorable Codes  

If your submission does not meet the submission requirements or for any of the reasons listed 
in the “U” row of the score scale table above, your NYSTCE Flex submission will be marked as 
“unscorable.” 

Administrative Review 

As stated in both the NYSTCE Flex Rules of Test Participation as well as in the NYSTCE Flex score 
reporting policy, candidates are required to submit their original work. NYSTCE Flex submissions 
are identified for administrative review if screening indicates a match of identical or similar 
language with other sources.  

To prevent this from occurring, candidates may at no time, including after completing NYSTCE 
Flex, share their work with other candidates or potential candidates for NYSTCE Flex.  
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Submissions with high levels of similarity to other sources may be referred to their educator 
preparation program and/or NYSED for further investigation and recommendation of 
appropriate action. 

Failure to submit original work will result in, at a minimum, voiding of your NYSTCE Flex 
submission, but also may include potential licensure consequences, up to and including 
revocation. 

Candidate Score Reporting and Guidance  

Candidates will be provided a score report for the NYSTCE Flex submission. Candidates who do 
not meet the minimum passing score for their NYSTCE Flex submission will be provided with 
feedback related to the extent to which the NYSTCE Flex submission addressed the 
performance characteristics. 

Candidates who do not meet the minimum passing score for NYSTCE Flex are permitted to 
retake the NYSTCE Flex assessment or they can retake the related NYSTCE test. There is no limit 
on the number of times candidates may retake NYSTCE Flex or the NYSTCE test. Candidates are 
required to submit a registration and pay the applicable fees to retake an assessment or a test. 

Candidates who do meet the minimum passing score will receive a “P” for passing the NYSTCE 
Flex assessment. 

Additional information is available on the Scores page of the NYSTCE website, including: 

• Understanding your NYSTCE Flex Score Report 
• Retaking NYSTCE Flex 

https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_GetResults.html
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Submitting Your Assessment  

Once a candidate creates an account and registers for NYSTCE Flex, they have access via the 
NYSTCE website to the Pearson ePortfolio system to upload and manage their NYSTCE Flex 
assessment. 

Templates 

The required template for your submission is provided on the NYSTCE website and in the 
Pearson ePortfolio system for you to document your responses. To complete the template, you 
must: 

1. download the word-processing template file available; 

2. fill out the template electronically;  

3. upload the electronic file to the Pearson ePortfolio system; and 

4. review the electronic file you uploaded to ensure that the correct file is in the Pearson 
ePortfolio system and that it complies with submission requirements. 

Submission Requirements 

The following chart provides information regarding the NYSTCE Flex materials, as well as a 
description of supported file types for submission. Your NYSTCE Flex submission must conform 
to the requirements below. 

Note that your submission cannot contain hyperlinks to any materials.  

Since you will not be able to access any of your files in the ePortfolio system after you submit, 
you are strongly encouraged to save all your submitted files to your local drive for your records. 
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NYSTCE Flex Assessments 

Evidence # of 
Files 

Acceptable 
File Types 

Response Length Specifications 

Written Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 .docx; .odt; 
.pdf 

• Up to 6 pages for 
Prompt Section of 
template  

• Up to 3 pages for 
Written Analysis 
Section of template  

• Page totals do not 
include competency 
text and template 
instructions 

• Download template from 
NYSTCE website. 

• Use 11-point Arial, single-
spaced font with 1-inch 
margins on all sides. 

• Complete all sections of the 
template. 
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Submission Readiness  

Before submitting your evidence, you must agree to the NYSTCE Flex Candidate Attestations, 
which include confirmation that you are the sole author of the submission and have not 
collaborated with or received feedback from others in preparing your submission. 

Scorers will review your submission to determine if you have complied with the NYSTCE Flex 
submission requirements. If your NYSTCE Flex submission does not meet the submission 
requirements, your submission will be unscorable. 

Before submitting your NYSTCE Flex assessment, complete the following checks: 

• Have you thoroughly read and followed the instructions included in the template? 

The template provides the instructions candidates should use to prepare their NYSTCE 
Flex submissions. Candidates should complete all items included in the Prompt Section 
of the template and use that information to develop their submission.  

• Have you provided full responses to each prompt in the Prompt Section of the 
template? 

Candidates should submit complete responses to all prompts in the Prompt Section, 
including submitting any required images or artifacts. Complete responses will allow 
candidates to prepare an analysis that addresses the content assessed by the test 
competency.  

• Have you cited the sources you used to prepare your submission? 

Candidates must cite any sources they used to prepare their NYSTCE Flex submission.  

• Have you confirmed that your submission is your own original work? 

Candidates should ensure that they are uploading the correct submission and that the 
submission is their own original work. Submissions will be screened for originality.  

• Have you proofread the submission? 

Candidates should proof their work to ensure it meets the assessment specifications 
and is clearly written to support scorers’ understanding. In addition, candidates must 
remove any hyperlinks from their submission. Candidates are strongly encouraged to 
review the NYSTCE Flex template instructions page to ensure that their submission is 
complete. 

• Have you reviewed the performance characteristics and score scale for your 
assessment and considered the extent to which your submission addresses them? 

Candidates should re-read the performance characteristics and score scale for their 
assessment and evaluate their NYSTCE Flex submission using the appropriate scoring 
rubric.  

https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Policies.html
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Sample Template 

The following sample template is representative of how a template should be completed. As 
shown below, candidates will write their responses and analysis in the brackets after each 
prompt in their assessment template, which they can access on the NYSTCE website and in the 
ePortfolio system. The template for your NYSTCE Flex assessment may differ from the sample 
provided.  
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Sample Completed Template  
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