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 ABOUT THE BILINGUAL EDUCATION  
 ASSESSMENT—ARABIC 
 

The purpose of the Bilingual Education Assessment—Arabic is to assess knowledge and 
skills in the following seven subareas: 

 Subarea I. Foundations of Bilingual Education 

 Subarea II. Listening Comprehension in English 

 Subarea III. Listening Comprehension in the Target Language 

 Subarea IV. Reading Comprehension in the Target Language 

 Subarea V. Written Expression in the Target Language 

 Subarea VI. Oral Expression in English 

 Subarea VII. Oral Expression in the Target Language 

The test objectives defining the content to be assessed by the Bilingual Education 
Assessment—Arabic and a complete set of sample items presented in English are contained 
in the NYSTCE Bilingual Education Assessment—Languages Other Than Spanish 
Preparation Guide.  This supplement describes the target-language assignments.  For each 
of the four target-language assignments, a sample assignment in the target language and a 
description of the expected response are provided. 
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 OVERVIEW OF PREPARATION GUIDE  
 SUPPLEMENT FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION  
 ASSESSMENT—ARABIC 
 

On the following pages are: 

 Sample test directions for the constructed-response assignments in the target 
language 

 Sample constructed-response assignments, accompanied by descriptions of the tasks 
and expected responses 

 Performance characteristics and scoring scale for each constructed-response 
assignment 

On the actual test, candidates will be given different constructed-response assignments from 
those provided as samples in this preparation guide supplement. 
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 LISTENING COMPREHENSION IN THE  
 TARGET LANGUAGE  
 

Sample Test Directions for the Listening Comprehension in the Target 
Language Assignment 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO 

 
LISTENING COMPREHENSION IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE 

 
 
Section Two of this test consists of a listening comprehension exercise that involves listening to a 
brief passage in the target language on audiotape and then responding in writing to an assignment 
presented in your test booklet.  The exercise will begin with directions that will be read aloud on the 
tape.  They are also printed in your test booklet.  Listen carefully to the tape and follow along in your 
test booklet.  The passage will be read twice.  Your response may be written in either the target 
language or English.  Write your response on page 3 of the answer document under "Section Two."  
Your score will be based solely on the response you write on page 3 of the answer document. 
 
Your response to the assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria.  Please take 
the next 30 seconds to familiarize yourself with these criteria. 
 
• LISTENING COMPREHENSION:  accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken 

language  

• LISTENING INFERENCE:  demonstrated ability to infer information accurately from spoken 
language, including subtleties such as tone 

 
Turn the page and continue with Section Two. 
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Sample Listening Comprehension in the Target Language Assignment 

SUBAREA III: LISTENING COMPREHENSION IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE 

 

 

 
 

 
For this section of the test, you will listen twice to a taped sample of speech in the target 
language and respond in writing to an assignment presented in your test booklet.  The taped 
speech may be an extended public announcement, an excerpt from a conversation, or some 
other example of speech encountered in a realistic context.  The assignment will require you to 
do one or more of the following tasks: 
• summarize an explicit message, 
• draw one or more inferences (e.g., the relationship among the speakers in a dialogue, the 

setting in which a message is communicated), or  
• recall one or more details. 
An excellent response will demonstrate a thorough understanding of both stated and implied 
content, including, where appropriate, such subtleties as the tone used by one or more 
speakers.  Because this exercise is designed to test your listening skills and not your writing 
ability, you may write your response in either the target language or English.  You may wish to 
use the language that is more familiar to you. 
 

 
  (You will hear and read in the test booklet in English:) 
 
 4. The following question is a listening comprehension exercise.  You will hear in the target 

language a dialogue between a student and a teacher.  After you have heard the dialogue 
twice, you will respond in writing to the assignment on page 3 of your answer document.   
It may be written in either the target language or English.  Before you hear the dialogue, 
you will be given 30 seconds to study the assignment.  Begin studying the assignment now. 

 
  (You will read in the test booklet in Arabic:) 
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  (You will hear in English:) 
 
  Listen carefully to the following dialogue.  After you have heard it twice, respond to the 

assignment in your answer document. 
 
  (You will hear in Arabic:) 
 

الآنسة  ثنین، والآن ترید یوم الإ الاجتماعیةمھم للدراسات   امتحانلقد فاتني أحتاج فعلاً لمساعدتك. التلمیذ: 
 .  سقوطعلامة  تعطینيروبنسون أن 

 
 الامتحان؟ ھل كنت مریضا؟ً المدرس: لملذا فاتك 

 
على  ني سأحصل ، أجابت أنمریضا  كنوعندما قلت لھا أنني لم أ یاه الآنسة روبنسونإھذا ما سألتني   التلمیذ:
 لأخبرھا القصة بكاملھا. لم تمنحني الوقت لكنھا سقوط  علامة 

 
 ؟  بكاملھا  وما ھي القصة  :المدرس

 
وصولھا. كان   أطلب سیارة الإسعاف وأنتظر أن  اضطرتُ بإمكانھا التحرك. عد ی لقد وقعت أمي ولم  التلمیذ:

لم  لكن الآنسة روبنسونكنت مستعداً لھ. . الامتحانلم أقصد التغیب عن .  على الاطلاق  شیئا غیر منتظرھذا 
 . ر تعطني الفرصة لكي أفسّ 

 
أن أذھب معك للتحدث  عندما تفھم حقیقة الوضع. أتریدني أنا متأكد أن الآنسة روبنسون ستساعدك س: المدر
 أنا أكید أنھ بإمكاننا ثمّ بشأن ما حدث، ومن  أن تأتي بمذكرة من البیت الأرجحسوف تحتاج على  إلیھا؟ 
 الأمور فیما یتعلق بالامتحان. تسویة 

  
 م!  آه، شكراً جزیلاً. ھذا عظیالتلمیذ: 
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Performance Characteristics for Listening Comprehension in the  
Target Language Assignment 
Candidate responses are scored holistically based on the extent to which the response reflects a 
command of the skills included in the following performance characteristics. 

LISTENING 
COMPREHENSION 

accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken language 

LISTENING 
INFERENCE 

demonstrated ability to infer information accurately from spoken language, 
including subtleties such as tone 

 
 

Scoring Scale for Listening Comprehension in the  
Target Language Assignment 
The four points of the scoring scale correspond to varying degrees of performance.  The 
following statements describe typical responses at each score point. 

Score Point Score Point Description 

4 The candidate demonstrates thorough comprehension of literal content of a sample of 
spoken language.  The candidate accurately infers information implied in a sample of 
spoken language, including correctly characterizing tone when tone is a factor in 
comprehension. 

3 The candidate demonstrates good overall comprehension of literal content of a 
sample of spoken language, though some details may be misunderstood or missed.  
The candidate shows some ability to infer information implied in a sample of spoken 
language, though some subtleties may be misinterpreted or missed. 

2 The candidate shows partial comprehension of a sample of spoken language, 
discerning some main ideas but failing to understand other major ideas and details.  
The candidate generally fails to infer information or discern tone in a sample of 
spoken language. 

1 The candidate fails to demonstrate understanding of major points in a sample of 
spoken language, showing comprehension only of isolated words and phrases.  The 
candidate fails to infer information or discern tone in a sample of spoken language. 
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 READING COMPREHENSION IN THE  
 TARGET LANGUAGE 
 

Sample Test Directions for the Reading Comprehension  
in the Target Language Assignment 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR 

 
READING COMPREHENSION IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE 

 
 
Section Four of this test consists of a reading comprehension exercise that involves reading a brief 
passage in the target language and then responding in writing to an assignment presented after the 
passage in your test booklet.  Your response may be written in either the target language or English.  
Write your response on page 5 of the answer document under "Section Four."  Your score will be 
based solely on the response you write on page 5 of the answer document. 
 
Your response to the assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
 
• LITERAL COMPREHENSION:  accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content 

of written language  

• INFERENCE:  demonstrated ability to infer information implied in a reading passage, including 
subtleties such as tone 

 
Turn the page and continue with Section Four. 
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Sample Reading Comprehension in the Target Language Assignment 

SUBAREA IV: READING COMPREHENSION IN THE TARGET 
LANGUAGE 

 

 

 
 
For this section of the test, you will read a brief passage in the target language and respond in 
writing to an assignment presented in the target language in your test booklet.  The passage 
may be drawn from a newspaper story, a magazine article, a travel guidebook, a literary work, 
or some other text in the target language.  The assignment will require you to do one or more of 
the following tasks: 
• summarize information stated in the passage, 
• make an inference from the passage (e.g., the writer's implied attitude toward the subject, 

the relationship between two or more fictional characters), or  
• recall one or more details from the passage. 
An excellent response will demonstrate a thorough and accurate understanding of the elements 
of the passage that the assignment requires you to discuss.  Because this exercise is designed 
to test your reading skills and not your writing ability, you may write your response in either the 
target language or English.  You may wish to use the language that is more familiar to you. 
 
 

  (You will read in the test booklet in English:) 
 
 10. Read the story below, written by a student for a writing assignment on the theme, "The 

Immigrant Experience"; then write your response on page 5 of the answer document in 
either the target language or English. 

 
  (You will read in the test booklet in Arabic:) 
 

 
 ، وبعیداً جداً  فحلقَّ عالیاً وبعیداً  وأعلى من بقیة العصافیر في السرب.  ، قررَّ عصفور أن یطیر أبعدَ ذات یوم

 تعب جناحاه، نظر العصفور  ة. وأخیراً، عندما ة مثیری الحر كان الشعور بالطیران رائعاً. وكانت فوق البحر.
 ظر. ولاحظ أنھ وحید والأرض غائبة عن الن حولھ 

 
 على كتلة   سرعان ما أصیب جناحاه بالتعب وذھب یستریح، لكن واتجھ على البیت خائفاً، دار العصفور 

   الغرق مة یمنعھ منلسلاكاف من ا  على وجھ الموج. لقد كان في مقدارٍ كبیرة من العشب البحري الطافیة 
 أبداً أن   لن یستطیع العصفور أنھ ما لبث أن أدرك  ، لكنووفر لھ العشب البحري بعض الطعام والغطاء

 د العصفور  . تنھّ تخولھ من الطیران قدرتھ على الحصول على سرعة أرضیة كافیة  المكان لعدمیغادر 
 طاع.  براحة بقدر المست  وإستقر
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 ماء للشرب   خرى بتغطیس رأسھ تحت الماء. ووجدالعصفور العثور على السمك وأطعمة أ تعلم   ،أخیراً 

ً كتلة العشب في ھا رَ فَ حَ   في تجویفاتٍ   عبتركھ ماء المطر یتجمّ    في  من الریاح بحفر جحرٍ البحري. ووجد ملجأ
 بحریة.  الأعشاب التلك 

 
 ،  المحیطة بھ  صواتالأمناظر والبمراقبة  إلى أبعد حدود الإفادة من عالمھ الجدیدحاول العصفور أن یستفید 

 ھ لیكون  عن عصافیر أخرى في السماء، وبإجھاد نفسكل یوم، وبالتفتیش  أین سیأخذه التیار حزروبمحاولة 
ً ومتفائلاً   التكلم قلیلاً إلى السمك وتعلم  لوالخوف. ب بالوحشة  بشأن وضعھ بدلاً من أن یشعر فضولیا

 البحر عندما كان یستطیع أن یوقفھم لیستمعوا إلیھ.  التي عاشت في أو على  مخلوقات الأخرىوال
 

 كانت    .الشاسعة بإتجاه بیتھ القدیماحة البحر ق إلى الوراء، إلى مسثیراً من الوقت یحدقضى العصفور ك
 ى حدٍ كافٍ. لكن العالم  إل  كافٍ. وكان الأمان متیسراً فراً بمقدارٍ ون الطعام مت الكفایة. كا الحیاة جیدة بما فیھ 

 یعیش فیھ العصفور لم یكن یلائمھ.  الذي كان 
 

 حیث: أكتبوا مقطعاً  
 

 ، تلخصون النقطة الأساسیة التي یتكلم عنھا الكاتب •
 

 ، و تصفون الحالة النفسیة التي یكتب خلالھا المقال  •
 

.ه النقطة والحالة النفسیةیل للتعبیر عن ھذالكاتب التفاصتشرحون كیف یستعمل  •
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Performance Characteristics for Reading Comprehension  
in the Target Language Assignment 
Candidate responses are scored holistically based on the extent to which the response reflects a 
command of the skills included in the following performance characteristics. 

LITERAL 
COMPREHENSION 

accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content of written 
language 

INFERENCE demonstrated ability to infer information implied in a reading passage, 
including subtleties such as tone 

 
 

Scoring Scale for Reading Comprehension  
in the Target Language Assignment 
The four points of the scoring scale correspond to varying degrees of performance.  The 
following statements describe typical responses at each score point. 

Score Point Score Point Description 

4 The candidate demonstrates thorough understanding of the literal content of a 
reading passage, including virtually all significant details.  The candidate accurately 
infers information implied in a reading passage, even if this is subtly conveyed in the 
text. 

3 The candidate demonstrates understanding of the main idea of a reading passage, but 
misses some details.  The candidate shows some ability to infer information from the 
text, but may misinterpret some subtleties. 

2 The candidate shows only partial understanding of the main idea of a reading 
passage.  The candidate generally fails to make inferences from written text. 

1 The candidate fails to extract the main idea from a written passage, demonstrating 
comprehension only of isolated words and phrases.  The candidate fails to make 
inferences from written text. 
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 WRITTEN EXPRESSION IN THE  
 TARGET LANGUAGE 
 

Sample Test Directions for the Written Expression  
in the Target Language Assignment 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FIVE 

 
WRITTEN EXPRESSION IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE 

 
 
Section Five consists of a written expression assignment in the target language.  The assignment 
appears on the following page.  A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response to the 
assignment.  It is not necessary that you cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your 
response to those points indicated.  You are, however, required to write about the general assignment 
that you are given, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the 
assignment by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing. 
 
You may use any blank space provided after the assignment to make notes, write an outline, or 
otherwise prepare your response, but remember to record your final response on pages 7–8 of the 
answer document under "Section Five."  Your score will be based solely on the response you write 
on pages 7–8 of the answer document.  Your response must be written in the target language. 
 
Your response to the assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
 
• DEVELOPMENT:  fullness of development of the topic 
• COMMUNICATION:  effectiveness of communication, including sociocultural appropriateness 
• COHERENCE:  coherence and flow of language 
• VOCABULARY:  command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 
• SYNTAX:  handling of syntax and grammatical structures 
• MECHANICS:  accuracy of spelling or character formation, diacritical marks, and punctuation 
 
Be sure to write about the assigned topic.  Please write legibly.  You may not use any reference 
materials during the test.  Remember to review what you have written and make any changes that you 
think will improve your response. 
 
Turn the page and continue with Section Five. 
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Sample Written Expression in the Target Language Assignment 

SUBAREA V: WRITTEN EXPRESSION IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE 

 

Objective 0015 
Write a well-organized passage of moderate length (appropriate to the language) 
that is syntactically correct and appropriate in style and diction for a given audience, 
purpose, and occasion and that communicates a message effectively. 

 
 
For this section of the test, you will write in the target language a response to an assignment 
presented in the target language.  The assignment will contain a description of an imaginary 
situation and ask you to carry out a writing task that arises from the situation:  for example, 
writing a letter to a friend narrating an experience described in the assignment.  Your written 
response to the assignment in the target language will be evaluated on the basis of six major 
criteria: 

• fullness of development of the topic; 
• effectiveness of communication, including sociocultural appropriateness; 
• coherence and flow of language; 
• demonstrated command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions; 
• accuracy in handling of syntax and grammatical structures; and 
• accuracy of spelling or character formation, diacritical marks, and punctuation. 

An excellent response to the assignment will fully address the assigned topic and develop the 
topic by extensive elaboration of specific points.  The message will be clearly and effectively 
communicated in a socioculturally appropriate manner.  Ideas will be coherently presented and 
the flow of language will be smooth and varied and organized into well-constructed sentences.  
The vocabulary used will reflect a broad command of the target language, and appropriate 
idiomatic expressions will be used.  The excellent response will exhibit control of grammar, 
avoiding errors in syntax that interrupt communication.  The response will be accurate in 
spelling or character formation and in the use of diacritical marks and punctuation. 
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  (You will read in the test booklet in English:) 
 
 11. The following question is a written expression assignment in the target language.  Write 

your response on pages 7–8 of the answer document.  Your response must be written in the 
target language. 

 
  (You will read in the test booklet in Arabic:) 
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Performance Characteristics for the Written Expression  
in the Target Language Assignment 
The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the written expression 
assignment. 

DEVELOPMENT fullness of development of the topic 

COMMUNICATION effectiveness of communication, including sociocultural appropriateness 

COHERENCE coherence and flow of language 

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

SYNTAX handling of syntax and grammatical structures 

MECHANICS accuracy of spelling or character formation, diacritical marks, and 
punctuation 
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Scoring Scale for the Written Expression  
in the Target Language Assignment 
Scores will be assigned to each response to the written expression assignment according to the 
following scoring scale. 

Score Point Score Point Description 

4 The candidate fully addresses the assigned topic and develops the topic by extensive 
elaboration of specific points.  A message is clearly and effectively communicated in 
a socioculturally appropriate manner.  The candidate's ideas are coherently presented, 
and the flow of language is smooth and varied in well-constructed sentences.  The 
vocabulary used reflects a broad command of the language and the use of appropriate 
idiomatic expressions.  There is control of grammar with only minor syntax errors 
that do not interrupt communication.  There is accuracy in spelling or character 
formation and accuracy in the use of diacritical marks and punctuation. 

3 The candidate adequately addresses the assigned topic, with some elaboration of 
specific points.  The message is generally clear, but command of sociocultural 
aspects of the language may be uncertain.  The candidate exhibits some awkwardness 
in phrasing of ideas.  The vocabulary used is appropriate but limited in expression 
and word choice.  There is good command of simple linguistic constructions and 
grammar but uneven command of more complex constructions.  The writer makes 
few errors in spelling or character formation and few errors in the use of diacritical 
marks and punctuation. 

2 The candidate addresses the assigned topic in a very limited way, with minimal 
elaboration.  The candidate fails to communicate a fully understandable message.  
The candidate's ideas are presented in a disconnected manner that makes 
comprehension difficult.  The vocabulary is very simple, lacking some key words 
and expressions.  The use of grammar and syntax is so elementary that either little 
information is conveyed or, though the information may be advanced, its 
grammatical presentation is seriously flawed.  The candidate makes frequent errors 
in spelling or character formation and punctuation. 

1 The candidate ineffectively addresses the assigned topic, without elaborating any 
points.  The candidate makes only a few statements, which may be unconnected.  
There is an inadequate command of vocabulary to communicate a complete message.  
The errors made in the use of grammar, syntax, spelling, and punctuation are so 
frequent that communication is generally very difficult to understand. 
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 ORAL EXPRESSION IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE  
 

Sample Test Directions for the Oral Expression Assignments 
 

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTIONS SIX AND SEVEN 
 

ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENTS IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE AND IN ENGLISH 
 
 
For Sections Six and Seven of this test, you will speak on tape in response to two assignments 
presented in your test booklet.  You must respond to the first assignment in the target language and  
to the second assignment in English.  You will be given ample time to read each assignment in your 
test booklet and consider your response, then you will have two minutes to record your response to 
each assignment.  A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response to each assignment.  It 
is not necessary that you address every point in the list, nor are you limited in each response to the 
points mentioned.  However, what you say must be relevant to the situations with which you are 
presented, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the topics  
by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing. 
 
You may NOT write in this test booklet.  You will be scored only on the responses that you provide 
on the tape after the announcer instructs you to begin speaking. 
 
Your responses will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
 
• DEVELOPMENT:  fullness of development of the topic 
• COHERENCE:  clarity and coherence of the message 
• FLUENCY:  fluency and ease of expression 
• VOCABULARY:  command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 
• SYNTAX:  handling of syntax and grammatical constructions 
• PRONUNCIATION:  pronunciation and intonation 
 
Once the tape has begun, it cannot be stopped, nor can you re-record a response. 
 
When you have finished reading these directions, please look up.  You will receive further 
instructions from your test administrator. 
 
Look up when you are ready to begin. 
 

STOP
 

 
DO NOT GO ON UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO. 
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Sample Oral Expression in the Target Language Assignment 

SUBAREA VII: ORAL EXPRESSION IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE 

 

Objective 0017 
In response to a prompt, construct connected oral discourse in the target language 
that communicates a message effectively and that demonstrates a command of 
vocabulary and syntax appropriate to an educational setting. 

 
 
For this section of the test, you will speak on tape in the target language in response to an 
assignment that is presented in the target language in your test booklet and that contains a 
description of an imaginary situation that requires oral communication:  for example, resolving  
a problem you encounter while traveling in an area where the target language is spoken.  You 
will read the assignment in your test booklet and have one minute to consider your response, 
then you will have two minutes to speak.  The oral response that you record on tape in the 
target language will be evaluated on the basis of six major criteria: 

• fullness of development of the topic; 
• clarity and coherence of the message; 
• fluency and ease of expression; 
• demonstrated command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions; 
• accuracy in handling of syntax and grammatical constructions; and 
• accuracy of pronunciation and intonation. 

An excellent response to the assignment will address the assigned topic and develop the topic 
by extensive elaboration of specific points.  The response will be delivered in a consistently 
clear manner.  The speaker will speak fluently, using a variety of sentences.  The speaker will 
show mastery of a broad vocabulary, including appropriate use of idiomatic expressions.  The 
speaker will handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere 
with communication.  The speaker will exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation. 
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  (You will hear and read in the test booklet in English:) 
 
 12. Read the instructions below.  You will have 1 minute to study these instructions.  Then, 

when you are told to do so, begin to respond in the target language.  You may take up to  
2 minutes to complete your response.  You will be told when the 2 minutes are up.  You may 
begin studying the instructions now.  You will be told when to begin speaking. 

 
  (You will read in the test booklet in Arabic:) 

 
 تخیلوا أن مدرس التربیة البدنیة في المدرسة المتوسطة حیث تعملون یطلب منكم المساعدة للتكلم باللغة  

 یلكم أن التلمیذ یجید نوعاً معیناً من الریاضة بطریقة إستثنائیة  یذكم. إكتشف زمالعربیة مع عائلة أحد تلام
 الموسم، یتدرب الفریق بعد دوام  ویرید منكم دعوة التلمیذ للإلتحاق بفریق ریاضي خارج الصف. خلال

 عدیدة ضد فرق من مدارس محلیة أخرى. یأمل   بألعاب المدرسة لمدة ساعتین مرتین بالأسبوع ویشترك 
 م بالفریق.  مدرس التربیة البدنیة أن تتمكنوا من الحصول على إذن من الأھل لیلتحق إبنھ

 
 تكلموا باللغة العربیة وقوموا بمكالمة ھاتفیة حیث:  

 
 تعرّفون عن أنفسكم وتشرحون سبب مكالمتكم، و  )۱(
 
 تراك إبنھم بھذا النشاط.  ش) تصفون الفوائد المحتملة نتیجة إ۲(
 

 قد ترغبون أن یشتمل حدیثكم، من غیر أن یكون مقیدّاً  تأكدوا من الكلام عن الموضوعین المذكورین آنفاً. 
 بھا، على المواضیع التالیة:

 
 لموھبة إبنھم؛ تقییم مدرس التربیة البدنیة •

 
 معلومات عملیة عن التدریب والألعاب؛   •

 
 ة التي یرجح أن یحصل علیھا التلمیذ بوصفھ عضو في الفریق.  ضی الخبرة الاجتماعیة والریا  •

 



 

 20  

Performance Characteristics for the Oral Expression Assignments 
The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the oral expression assignments. 

DEVELOPMENT fullness of development of the topic 

COHERENCE clarity and coherence of the message 

FLUENCY fluency and ease of expression 

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

SYNTAX handling of syntax and grammatical constructions 

PRONUNCIATION pronunciation and intonation 
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Scoring Scale for the Oral Expression Assignments 
Scores will be assigned to responses to the oral expression assignments according to the 
following scoring scale. 

Score Score Point Description 

4 The candidate fully addresses the assigned topic and develops the topic by extensive 
elaboration of specific points.  The candidate delivers a consistently clear message.  
The candidate speaks fluently and uses a variety of sentences.  The speaker displays 
mastery of a broad vocabulary, including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The 
speaker handles simple and complex linguistic constructions, making only minor 
grammatical errors that do not interfere with communication.  The speaker exhibits 
good to excellent pronunciation and intonation. 

3 The candidate adequately addresses the assigned topic, with some elaboration of a 
few points.  The candidate generally delivers a clear message.  The candidate speaks 
with some hesitation, using a limited variety of sentence structures.  The speaker 
uses appropriate but limited idiomatic expressions and vocabulary.  The speaker 
shows good command of simple linguistic constructions, with some errors in more 
complex statements, and makes noticeable grammatical errors that cause minor 
interruptions in intelligibility.  There are minor mistakes in pronunciation and 
intonation that do not interfere with communication. 

2 The candidate addresses the assigned topic in a very limited way, with minimal 
elaboration.  The candidate delivers a message that is intermittently difficult to 
understand.  The candidate speaks with frequent hesitation, using simple and 
repetitive sentence structures.  The speaker uses very simple vocabulary, lacking 
some key words and expressions.  The speaker handles only simple linguistic 
constructions, with uneven command, and makes frequent grammatical errors that 
significantly impede comprehension.  Pronunciation and intonation are sufficiently 
faulty to make comprehension sometimes difficult. 

1 The candidate inadequately addresses the assigned topic, without elaborating any 
points.  The candidate generally fails to communicate a clear message.  The speaker 
hesitates frequently, making speech sound fragmented and choppy.  The speaker 
exhibits inadequate command of vocabulary to communicate a complete message.  
The speaker shows little command of basic elements of sentence structure, grammar, 
and syntax.  Frequent errors are made in pronunciation and intonation, making 
speech generally very difficult to understand. 
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