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INTRODUCTION

Purpose of This Preparation Guide

This preparation guide is designed to help familiarize candidates with the content and
format of a test for the New York State Teacher Certification Examinations (NYSTCE®)
program. Education faculty and administrators at teacher preparation institutions may also
find the information in this guide useful as they discuss the test with candidates.

The knowledge and skills assessed by the test are acquired throughout the academic career
of a candidate. A primary means of preparing for the test is the collegiate preparation of the
candidate.

This preparation guide illustrates some of the types of questions that appear on a test;
however, the set of sample questions provided in this preparation guide does not
necessarily define the content or difficulty of an entire actual test. All test components
(e.g., directions, question content and formats) may differ from those presented here.
The NYSTCE program is subject to change at the sole discretion of the New York State
Education Department.

Organization of This Preparation Guide

Contained in the beginning sections of this preparation guide are general information about
the NYSTCE program and how the tests were developed, a description of the organization
of test content, and strategies for taking the test.

Following these general information sections, specific information about the test described
in this guide is presented. The test objectives appear on the pages following the test-specific
overview. The objectives define the content of the test.

Next, information about each of the six constructed-response assignments of the test is
presented, including sample test directions. Sample constructed-response assignments are
also presented, followed by a description of a strong response for each assignment.

For Further Information

If you have questions after reading this preparation guide, you may wish to consult the
NYSTCE Registration Bulletin. You can view or print the registration bulletin online at
www.nystce.nesinc.com.



GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE NYSTCE
How Were the NYSTCE Tests Developed?

The New York State Teacher Certification Examinations are criterion referenced and
objective based. A criterion-referenced test is designed to measure a candidate's knowledge
and skills in relation to an established standard rather than in relation to the performance of
other candidates. The explicit purpose of these tests is to help identify for certification those
candidates who have demonstrated the appropriate level of knowledge and skills that are
important for performing the responsibilities of a teacher in New York State public schools.

Each test is designed to measure areas of knowledge called subareas. Within each subarea,
statements of important knowledge and skills, called objectives, define the content of the
test. The test objectives were developed for the New York State Teacher Certification
Examinations in conjunction with committees of New York State educators.

Test questions matched to the objectives were developed using, in part, textbooks; New
York State learning standards and curriculum guides; teacher education curricula; and
certification standards. The test questions were developed in consultation with committees
of New York State teachers, teacher educators, and other content and assessment specialists.

An individual's performance on a test is evaluated against an established standard. The
passing score for each test is established by the New York State Commissioner of Education
based on the professional judgments and recommendations of New York State teachers.
Examinees who do not pass a test may retake it at any of the subsequently scheduled test
administrations.



Organization of Content

The content covered by each test is organized into subareas. These subareas define the
major content domains of the test.

Subareas typically consist of several objectives. Objectives provide specific information
about the knowledge and skills that are assessed by the test.

Each objective is elaborated on by focus statements. The focus statements provide
examples of the range, type, and level of content that may appear on the tests.

Test questions are designed to measure specific test objectives. The number of objectives
within a given subarea generally determines the number of questions that will address the
content of that subarea on the test. In other words, the subareas that consist of more
objectives will receive more emphasis on the test and contribute more to a candidate's test
score than the subareas that consist of fewer objectives.

The following example, taken from the field of Social Studies, illustrates the relationship of
test questions to subareas, objectives, and focus statements.

— SOCIAL STUDIES (05)
— SUBAREA I—HISTORY

— 0003 Understand the major political, social, economic, scientific, and cultural
developments and turning points that shaped the course of world history from 1500
through 1850.

— analyzing the roles, contributions, and diverse perspectives of individuals and
groups involved in independence struggles in Latin America

— Which of the following was an important

goal of nineteenth-century Latin American
liberals?

A. establishing governments based on the
separation of church and state

B. reducing the influence of competitive
individualism in social and economic life

C. creating strong centralized governments

D. making plantation agriculture the
foundation of economic development

—» Each multiple-choice question is designed to measure one of the test
objectives.

—» The focus statements provide examples of the range, type, and level of content
that may appear on the test for questions measuring the objective.

—» The objectives define the knowledge and skills that New York State teachers and teacher
educators have determined to be important for teachers to possess.

—» The field is divided into major content subareas. The number of objectives in each subarea may
vary, depending on the breadth of content contained within it.

—» This is the name and field number of the test.



TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES
Be On Time.

Arrive at the test center on time so that you are rested and ready to begin the test when
instructed to do so.

Follow Directions.

At the beginning of the test session and throughout the test, follow all directions carefully.
This includes the oral directions that will be read by the test administrators and any written
directions in the test booklet. The test booklet will contain general directions for the test as a
whole and specific directions for individual test questions or groups of test questions. If
you do not understand something about the directions, do not hesitate to raise your hand
and ask your test administrator.

Pace Yourself.

The test schedule is designed to allow sufficient time for completion of the test. Each test
session is four hours in length. You will be required to return your materials at the end of
the four-hour session.

You may find that you need less time than the four hours allotted in a test session, but you
should be prepared to stay for the entire time period. Do not make any other commitments
for this time period that may cause you to rush through the test.

Read Carefully.

Read the directions and the questions carefully. Read the questions closely so that you
understand what they ask.

Mark Answers Carefully.

You may use any blank space provided in the test booklet to make notes, but your written
responses must be clearly recorded on the appropriate pages of the answer document.
ONLY WRITTEN RESPONSES THAT APPEAR ON THE APPROPRIATE PAGES OF THE
ANSWER DOCUMENT WILL BE SCORED. For the oral expression assignment, you will be
scored only on the response that you provide on the audiotape after you are instructed to
begin speaking.

Check Accuracy.

Use any remaining time at the end of the test session to check the accuracy of your work.
Go back to the assignments that gave you difficulty and verify your work on them. Check
the answer document, too. Be sure that you have written your responses on the appropriate
pages of the answer document.



ABOUT THE RUSSIAN CONTENT SPECIALTY
TEST

The purpose of the Russian Content Specialty Test (CST) is to assess knowledge and skills in
the following six subareas:

Subarea I. Listening Comprehension
SubareaIl. = Reading Comprehension
SubareaIll.  Language Structures
Subarea IV.  Cultural Understanding
Subarea V.  Written Expression
Subarea VI.  Oral Expression

The test objectives presented on the following pages define the content that may be assessed
by the Russian CST. Each test objective is followed by focus statements that provide
examples of the range, type, and level of content that may appear on the test for questions
measuring that objective.

The test contains six sections: (1) a listening comprehension section, (2) a reading
comprehension section, (3) a section on language structures, (4) a section on cultural
understanding, (5) a written expression assignment, and (6) an oral expression assignment.
The oral expression assignment is contained in a separate test booklet and may be
administered in a separate room. The figure below illustrates the approximate percentage
of the test corresponding to each subarea.

Subarea 1.
Approx. 16.67%

Subarea II.
Approx. 16.67%

Subarea VI.
Approx. 16.67%

Subarea V.
Approx. 16.67%

Subarea IIL
Approx. 16.67%

Subarea IV.
Approx. 16.67%

The section that follows the test objectives presents sample test assignments for you to
review as part of your preparation for the test. A description of the assignment and the
expected response is provided for each of the six constructed-response assignments.

The sample assignments are designed to illustrate the nature of the test assignments; they
should not be used as a diagnostic tool to determine your individual strengths and
weaknesses.



RUSSIAN CONTENT SPECIALTY TEST
OBJECTIVES

Listening Comprehension
Reading Comprehension
Language Structures
Cultural Understanding
Written Expression
Oral Expression

The New York State teacher of modern languages other than English has the knowledge
and skills necessary to teach effectively in New York State public schools. The language
teacher possesses a high degree of proficiency in the language of his or her specialization,
using the language to interpret a variety of spoken messages and written texts and to
communicate effectively in speech and in writing. The language teacher understands that
language reflects a body of shared values and assumptions that constitutes a distinctive
culture and is aware of the historical development and contemporary characteristics of the
cultures associated with the language of specialization. Most importantly, the language
teacher understands that the primary purpose of language is communication: for
socializing, for providing and acquiring information, for expressing personal feelings

and opinions, and for persuading others to adopt courses of action.

Texts presented on the examination will be examples of language used by native speakers
in authentic situations to serve genuine communicative functions among educated adults
(e.g., to socialize, to obtain or impart information, to express opinions, to persuade, to
entertain).

Examples listed in this framework may not necessarily apply to all languages.

SUBAREA |I—LISTENING COMPREHENSION

0001 Understand spoken questions or other oral messages.
For example:

+ demonstrating an understanding of customary greetings, exclamations, or
leave-takings

+ demonstrating an understanding of a question or comment likely to be
encountered in a social situation

+ demonstrating an understanding of a request for information



0002 Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations.
For example:
» demonstrating an understanding of the main idea or details in a spoken passage

» demonstrating an understanding of a telephone message or public address
announcement

+ demonstrating an understanding of a sequence of steps described in a set of oral
directions

+ demonstrating an understanding of a stated cause or effect in a situation
described in an oral message

0003 Infer meaning from oral communications.
For example:
« characterizing the tone, mood, or point of view of one or more speakers
* analyzing a personal relationship implied but not stated in an oral communication

« analyzing the social context of a spoken exchange

SUBAREA II—READING COMPREHENSION

0004 Understand the literal content of a variety of authentic materials.
For example:
* analyzing a passage to determine the main idea or provide an accurate summary
« discerning details regarding character, setting, or events described in a passage

* analyzing a passage to determine the sequence of events

0005 Apply skills of inference and interpretation to a variety of authentic materials.
For example:

* making inferences about setting or character from information provided in a
passage

* recognizing implied cause-and-effect relations in a passage
* inferring an author's assumptions, purpose, or point of view in a passage
* interpreting figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes) in a literary passage

+ interpreting the meaning of a passage



0006 Understand the use of language for various situations and purposes.
For example:

+ analyzing the use of language to achieve specific purposes (e.g., to persuade, to
amuse)

+ demonstrating an understanding of appropriate language for social situations
(e.g., canceling an appointment, expressing a compliment)

» selecting appropriate language for everyday transactions (e.g., shopping, dining)

+ analyzing appropriate language for expressing attitudes, opinions, and judgments

SUBAREA IlIl—LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

0007 Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.
For example:

« transforming a positive statement, question, or command to a negative one, or
vice versa

« transforming the tense, mood, or voice of a sentence or passage

« transforming a sentence or passage from direct to indirect discourse, or vice
versa

« combining two or more sentences into one sentence that preserves the meaning
of the original sentences

+ paraphrasing a sentence or passage while preserving the meaning of the original

0008 Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to complete
them.

For example:

» using the correct noun or pronoun form or particle for a given context

» selecting verb forms or phrases appropriate for a given context

» using the appropriate modifying word or phrase to complete a sentence

* employing the appropriate subordinate clause to complete a sentence

0009 Revise written passages to correct errors in structure and syntax that interfere with
accurate communication.

For example:

* identifying errors in grammar and usage

* substituting correct word forms for incorrect word forms in a given context
« selecting revisions to correct inappropriate syntactic constructions

* recognizing common errors in language usage



SUBAREA IV—CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

0010 Understand major developments in the history of cultures associated with the target
language and the cultural significance of these developments.

For example:

demonstrating an understanding of major political, economic, social, and cultural
trends and developments that have shaped the history of cultures associated
with the target language

analyzing the role of major historical events and figures in the development of
cultures associated with the target language

analyzing the nature and significance of historical interactions between the
cultures associated with the target language and other cultures

recognizing traditional customs and institutions of cultures associated with the
target language and demonstrating an understanding of how those traditions are
affected by contemporary historical, economic, and technological developments

0011 Understand geographic, economic, social, and political features of contemporary
cultures associated with the target language, including the ways in which values
and/or beliefs influence these features.

For example:

recognizing natural geographic features (e.g., climate, location, natural
resources) of nations using the target language

demonstrating an understanding of governmental institutions of nations using the
target language and their historical or cultural significance

analyzing major features of the economic systems of nations using the target
language (e.g., the roles of free-market institutions or central planning)

demonstrating an understanding of characteristic features of daily life in nations
in which the target language is the major vehicle of communication

0012 Understand literature, the nonliterary arts, science, and technology as aspects of
cultures associated with the target language.

For example:

recognizing major movements, writers, and works in the literature of the target
language and understanding their cultural significance

demonstrating an understanding of characteristic forms and elements of the
visual arts and music of cultures associated with the target language and their
cultural significance

recognizing major scientific and technological achievements (historical
or contemporary) of cultures associated with the target language and
understanding their cultural significance



SUBAREA V—WRITTEN EXPRESSION

0013 In response to a prompt, prepare a coherent, well-developed written composition in
the target language that communicates a message effectively and demonstrates a
command of vocabulary, syntax, and mechanical conventions.

For example:

+ aletter to a professor requesting a recommendation for a particular job or
program of study, including the writer's reasons for being interested in the job or
academic program

* an account describing to a teacher or other acquaintance the reasoning behind a
significant personal decision

+ a letter of thanks written to an appropriate audience in the target culture (e.g., a
family with whom the writer has spent a summer as an exchange student)

* an article for a school newspaper about the place where you grew up

SUBAREA VI—ORAL EXPRESSION

0014 In response to a prompt, construct a clear and well-developed oral discourse
in the target language that communicates a message fluently, with appropriate
pronunciation and intonation, and demonstrates a command of vocabulary, syntax,
and grammatical constructions.

For example:
» describing events or actions

« discussing advantages and disadvantages of an idea or proposed course of
action

» responding to a hypothetical situation (e.g., a traffic accident) by explaining or
describing events or by requesting assistance

* making a presentation (e.g., to a group of teachers) about your educational and
professional background

10



SAMPLE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE
ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS,
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS,
AND PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS
AND SCORING SCALES

On the following pages are:

>
>
>
>

Sample test directions for each constructed-response assignment
A description of the task and expected response for each assignment
Sample constructed-response assignments

Performance characteristics and scoring scale for each assignment

On the actual test, candidates will be given different constructed-response assignments from
those provided as samples in this preparation guide.

11



SAMPLE GENERAL TEST DIRECTIONS

TEST DIRECTIONS

This test consists of six sections: (1) a listening comprehension section, (2) a reading comprehension
section, (3) a section on language structures, (4) a section on cultural understanding, (5) a written
expression assignment, and (6) an oral expression assignment. The first five sections will be
administered in this room. The oral expression assignment (Section Six) is contained in a separate
test booklet and may be administered in a separate room. The directions for each section appear
before the section.

FOR TEST SECURITY REASONS, YOU MAY NOT TAKE NOTES OR REMOVE ANY OF
THE TEST MATERIALS FROM THE ROOM. Your test materials must be returned to a test

administrator when you finish the test.

If you have any questions, please ask them now before you begin the test.

DO NOT GO ON UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.

12




LISTENING COMPREHENSION ASSIGNMENT

Sample Test Directions for the Listening Comprehension Assignment

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Section One of this test consists of a listening comprehension exercise that involves listening to an
excerpt on audiotape and then responding in writing to an assignment presented in your test booklet.
The exercise will begin with directions that will be read aloud on tape. They are also printed in your
test booklet. Listen carefully to the tape and follow along in your test booklet. The passage will be
read twice. Your response may be written in either the target language or English. Write your
response on page 3 of the answer document under "Section One." Your score will be based solely
on the response you write on page 3 of the answer document.

Your response to the assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria. Please take
the next 30 seconds to familiarize yourself with these criteria.

* LISTENING COMPREHENSION: accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken
language

* LISTENING INFERENCE: demonstrated ability to infer information accurately from spoken
language, including subtleties such as tone

The tape cannot be stopped nor can any section be replayed. Therefore, listen carefully. If you have
any questions or if you cannot hear this tape clearly, please raise your hand now.

Turn the page and continue with Section One.

13



Sample Listening Comprehension Assignment

Subarea I: Listening Comprehension

For this section of the test, you will listen twice to a taped sample of speech in the target
language and respond in writing to an assignment presented in your test booklet. The taped
speech may be an extended public announcement, a selection from a radio program, an excerpt
from a conversation, or some other example of speech encountered in a realistic context. The
assignment will require you to do one or more of the following tasks:

* summarize an explicit message,

« draw one or more inferences (e.g., the relationship among the speakers in a dialogue, the
setting in which a message is communicated), or

* recall one or more details.

An excellent response will demonstrate a thorough understanding of both stated and implied
content, including, where appropriate, such subtleties as the tone used by one or more speakers.
Because this exercise is designed to test your listening skills and not your writing ability, you may
write your response in either the target language or English. You may wish to use the language
that is more familiar to you.

(You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

This is a listening comprehension exercise. You will hear a dialogue. After you have heard the
dialogue twice, you will respond in writing to the assignment on page 3 of the answer document.
Your response may be written in either Russian or English. Before you hear the dialogue, you will
be given 30 seconds to study the assignment. Begin studying the assignment now.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

Write a response of a few sentences in which you:
* identify the speakers;
e explain the relationship among them; and

* describe as fully as possible the background of the main speaker.
(You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

Listen carefully to the following dialogue. After you have heard it twice, respond in writing to the
assignment on page 3 of your answer document.

14



(You will hear:)

I': loporue roctu Haiuei cronuiibl! Harra skckypeust mojonia K KOHILy, HO y Hac
OCTaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha BOIIPOCHI. S Bac ciymiaro.

3T: MoxHo 11 3aaTh BOIPOC JIMYHO Bam?

I': 1a, ecinu Bac 4TO-TO HHTEPECYET, TO MOXKAITYHCTA.
3T: Ckonbko siet Bel paboTtaete rugom?

I': IIaTe ner.

3T: Bol YIUBUTCIIBHO CBO6OI[HO BJIAACCTC MAaTCPHUAJIOM I YCJIOBCKA C TAKUM
HEOOJIBIITUM OIIBLITOM.

I': TloBepbTe, NSATH JIET ATO HEMAJIO, €CIIU ThI JTIOOUITL CBOIO paboTy. K Tomy xe s
MOCTOSIHHO YMTAI0 UCTOPUYECKYIO U CITPABOUHYIO JIUTEPATYPY, XOKY Ha
HKCKYPCUHU K CBOUM KOJIJIETaM.

2T: A xakoil UHCTUTYT Bbl 3akOHUYMITN?
[': IHCTUTYT MHOCTPAHHBIX SI3bIKOB U CHEIUATIbHBIE KYPCHI JJIsl TH/IOB.

3T: HpOCTI/ITe 3a HaBOﬁHHBOCTB, HO MBI BIICPBLIC B BalllcH CTpaHC 1 HaM BCC
HHTCPCCHO. Pacckaxxute Ham 0 cCBoeM 06p&30BaHI/II/I.

I': Tloxxanyticta. B 60ap1MHCTBE By30B (BBICIINX YUEOHBIX 3aBEJCHUN) CTPAHBI
oOpazoBanue jyutcs 5 aet. [locine okoHyaHus BbI OJTy4YaeTe JUILIOM.

1T: 1 xro Bel o mpodeccun?
I[': Kak Bbl, HaBepHOE, YK€ JI0TaJIaIiCh, 51 IEPEBOTIHK.
1T: Bol BnageeTe KaKUMH-TMOO0 UHOCTPAHHBIMU A3BIKAMU?

[': B uncTuTyTe 1 M3yyana QpaHily3cKui U UICIAHCKUN, HO CBOOOAHO HE BIAACIO
umu. [Ipoury npoiienusi, HO y Hac He OcTalloch BpeMeHH. JKenaro BaM MpeKpacHo
MIPOBECTH BPEMsI M YBUJIETh KaK MOKHO OOJIbIlle HHTEpecHOTO. J[0 CBUIaHuS.

T-b1 xopom: Criacu6o 3a Bce.

15



Performance Characteristics for the Listening Comprehension

Assignment
The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the listening comprehension
assignment.
LISTENING . .
accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken language
COMPREHENSION
LISTENING demonstrated ability to infer information accurately from spoken language,
INFERENCE including subtleties such as tone

Scoring Scale for the Listening Comprehension Assignment

Scores will be assigned to each response to the listening comprehension assignment according
to the following scoring scale.

SCORE POINT

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4

The candidate demonstrates thorough comprehension of literal content of a sample of
spoken language. The candidate accurately infers information implied in a sample of
spoken language, including correctly characterizing tone when tone is a factor in
comprehension.

The candidate demonstrates good overall comprehension of literal content of a
sample of spoken language, though some details may be misunderstood or missed.
The candidate shows some ability to infer information implied in a sample of spoken
language, though some subtleties may be misinterpreted or missed.

The candidate shows partial comprehension of a sample of spoken language,
discerning some main ideas but failing to understand other major ideas and details.
The candidate generally fails to infer information or discern tone in a sample of
spoken language.

The candidate fails to demonstrate understanding of major points in a sample of
spoken language, showing comprehension only of isolated words and phrases. The
candidate fails to infer information or discern tone in a sample of spoken language.

16




READING COMPREHENSION ASSIGNMENT

Sample Test Directions for the Reading Comprehension Assignment

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO

READING COMPREHENSION

Section Two of this test consists of a reading comprehension exercise that involves reading a brief
passage and then responding in writing to an assignment presented after the passage in your test
booklet. Your response may be written in either the target language or English. Write your response
on page 5 of the answer document under "Section Two." Your score will be based solely on the
response you write on page 5 of the answer document.

Y our response to the assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

*  LITERAL COMPREHENSION: accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content
of written language

 INFERENCE: demonstrated ability to infer information implied in a reading passage, including
subtleties such as tone

Turn the page and continue with Section Two.

17



Sample Reading Comprehension Assignment

Subarea Il: Reading Comprehension

For this section of the test, you will read a brief passage and respond in writing to an
assignment presented after the passage. The passage may be drawn from a newspaper story,
a magazine article, a travel guidebook, a literary work, or some other text in the target language.
The assignment will require you to do one or more of the following tasks:

* summarize information stated in the passage,

* make an inference from the passage (e.g., the writer's implied attitude toward the subject,
the relationship between two or more fictional characters), or

» recall one or more details from the passage.
An excellent response will demonstrate a thorough and accurate understanding of the elements
of the passage that the assignment requires you to discuss. Because this exercise is designed

to test your reading skills and not your writing ability, you may write your response in either the
target language or English. You may wish to use the language that is more familiar to you.

18



Read the following excerpt from a story by Anton Chekhov and the assignment that follows. Write
your response on page 5 of the answer document. Your response may be written in either Russian
or English.

Bbuio nBeHadyaTh 4YacoB HouM. Mutsi KynpmapoB, B030Y>KIOEHHbIiH,
B3'bEPOLLIEHHBIH, BJIETEJ B KBAPTHPY CBOMX POAMUTEEH U ObICTPO 3aX0 U IO
KOMHaTaM. Ponurtenu yxe JoxXunuchb cnatb. CecTpa Jiexkasa B MOCTENH U
JIOUMTBIBAJIa MOCJIEAHIO CTPaHUUKY poMaHa. BpaTbsi-rUMHa3UCTbl Criasu.

- OTKyna Tbi?- yOUMBUIIMCh poauTesit. -Yrto ¢ To6oit?

- Ox, He cripaivBaiite! S HUKaK He oxkuaan! 3To... 3TO HEBEPOSTHO!

MuTs 3axoXoTaJl U cesl B KpecJsio, Oyny4yd He B CUJIaX Oep>KaTbCsl Ha
HOrax OT CYHaCTbS.

- 9to HeBeposiTHO! Bbl He Mo>keTe cebe npencraButs! [Torasiaure!

CecTpa cripbirHyJ1a ¢ MOCTeJIM U, HAaKMHYB Ha cebst oaesisio, rnoaouuia K
6paTy. [MMHa3UCTbI MPOCHYJIUCb.

- Uto c Toboit? Ha tebe nuya Her!

- 910 51 oT panoctu, Mamauia! Benp Tenepb MeHst 3HaeT Bcsi Poccusi! Bes!
PaHbllle TOJIbKO Bbl OOHW 3HAJM, YTO Ha CBeTe cyulecTByeT [IMUTpuii
Kynnapos, a Tenepb Bcsi Poccusi 3Haet 06 aTom! Mamauua! O, rocrioau!

MuTS BCKOYMJI, moberas rno KOMHaTaM U OMsTb Cell.

- Ha yto cayuunmnocb? "'oBopH TOJKOM!

- Bbl XuBeTe, KaK OWKHE 3BEPH, ra3eT He yuTaeTe, a B rasetax Tak
MHoro 3ameuatesnbHoro! Kak si cuactius! O, rocnoou! Benp ToJsibko npo
3HAMEHMUTBIX JIIOOEM B razeTax rneyaraior, a TyT Npo MeHs HanevaTtasu!

- Yto to1? ['me?

[Manawa nobseaHen. Mamaiua B3ryisiHyJia Ha 06pa3 U NepeKpecTUIach.

Write a few sentences in which you:

e describe the actions of the main character;
* analyze what his dialogue and actions reveal about his mental state; and

» explain the other characters' reactions to his behavior.
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Performance Characteristics for the Reading Comprehension
Assignment

The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the reading comprehension
assignment.

LITERAL accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content of written

COMPREHENSION language

INFERENCE demonstrated ability to infer information implied in a reading passage,
including subtleties such as tone

Scoring Scale for the Reading Comprehension Assignment

Scores will be assigned to each response to the reading comprehension assignment according to
the following scoring scale.

SCORE POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4 The candidate demonstrates thorough understanding of the literal content of reading
passage, including virtually all significant details. The candidate accurately infers
information implied in a reading passage, even if this is subtly conveyed in the text.

3 The candidate demonstrates understanding of the main idea of a reading passage, but
misses some details. The candidate shows some ability to infer information from the
text, but may misinterpret some subtleties.

2 The candidate shows only partial understanding of the main idea of a reading
passage. The candidate generally fails to make inferences from written text.

1 The candidate fails to extract the main idea from a written passage, demonstrating
comprehension only of isolated words and phrases. The candidate fails to make
inferences from written text.
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LANGUAGE STRUCTURES ASSIGNMENTS

Sample Test Directions for the Language Structures Assignments

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

Section Three of this test consists of three parts (Parts A, B, and C), each of which requires you to
demonstrate your command of the grammatical structure of the target language. Directions are
provided before each part. Write your responses in the spaces provided on pages 7—8 of the answer
document.

Write ONLY responses to Part A (1-16) under "Part A" of the answer document; responses to
Part B and Part C that appear in Part A of the answer document will NOT be scored.

Write ONLY responses to Part B (17-20) under "Part B" of the answer document; responses to
Part A and Part C that appear in Part B of the answer document will NOT be scored.

Write ONLY responses to Part C (21-24) under "Part C" of the answer document; responses to
Part A and Part B that appear in Part C of the answer document will NOT be scored.

Responses written in this test booklet will NOT be scored. Your score will be based solely on the
responses you write on pages 7-8 of the answer document.

Y our responses will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

*  GRAMMAR: Part A (1-16)—supplying the grammatically correct term
*  TRANSFORMATION: Part B (17-20)—making a specified transformation
*  CORRECTION: Part C (21-24)—correcting errors

Turn the page and continue with Section Three.
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Sample Language Structures Assignments

Subarea lll: Language Structures

This section of the test consists of three parts, each of which requires you to demonstrate your
command of the grammatical structure of the target language.

The first part is a cloze exercise; you are asked to provide, according to specific directions,
words or phrases that have been systematically omitted from text. The words or phrases to
be supplied may include verb forms, pronouns, modifiers requiring agreement, inflected noun
forms, or other important elements of syntax and usage.

The second part involves transforming one or more sentences according to specific directions:
for example, transforming from one tense or voice to another, from a singular form to a plural
one, or from an informal language style to a formal one.

The third part asks you to rewrite in correct form one or more sentences that contain

grammatical errors. In the scoring of this section of the test, all grammatically correct
answers that are consistent with what the directions ask you to provide will be accepted.
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Follow the directions for each of the three parts (Parts A, B, and C) below.

Part A (1-16)

Complete the passage by writing the appropriate form of the word or words in parentheses. Write
each response to Part A on page 7 of the answer document on the line that corresponds to the
numbered space in the passage. Responses written in this test booklet will NOT be scored.

A. U. ConxeHuupiH (poOOHTbHCH) R B 1918 roany. Ero
oTey paHo (ymepeTb) ....... SEREREEE H MajJlbuHK XHJl C (MaTh)
....... g B (PocToB) R LR R R «OnuH nenb WBaHa
JleHHcoBHuay — NOBECTb O (XU3Hb) ......... et B
(KOHIJeHTPALMOHHbIA Tarepb). . . . ... .. T
......... g CoskeHHUBIH HAMUcan eweé MHOro (pacckasbl, NMOBECTH)
................................................ . Bcé, uto Hanmucan
8 9
ConxeHuubliH, OH HanucaJj ¢ (6onbwasg MoOGOBL) .......... A EERREEREEREERS
......... SRR k (Poccusa) R R AR REERREE: K (pycckasa npypoja)
......... Y R U K (nMpoCTO# UesioOBEeK)
R AAAAEEE R R AL
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Part B (17-20)

Rewrite the short passage below in the past tense. Be sure to make all changes necessary for
consistency and correctness. Write your response to Part B on page 8 of the answer document.
Responses written in this test booklet will NOT be scored.

B 1953 roaoy CoaxeHuubHa ocBoboxpmaoT, W B 1957 roay mnojiHOCTbo
peabunutupyor. OH nocensgeTcsa B PA3aHH U XKeHUTCH.

Part C (21-24)
Rewrite the sentence that follows, correcting all errors but retaining the original meaning. Write

your response to Part C on page 8 of the answer document. Responses written in this test booklet
will NOT be scored.

C 1941 ropna ConxeHuublH Obul Ha GPOHTY, rAe OH TPU JieT KOMaHooBaja
baTapeeii ¥ OBaxaoel Obul HarpaxmeHo 3a XpabpocCTh.
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Performance Characteristics for the Language Structures Assignments

The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the language structures

assignments.

GRAMMAR

Part A (1-16)—supplying the grammatically correct term

The candidate's response is grammatically correct and appropriate within the
context of the presented statement, i.e., the response satisfies all of the target
language's rules of grammar demanded by the instructions and intended by
the context of the statement.

TRANSFORMATION

Part B (17-20)—making a specified transformation

The candidate's response correctly transforms the sentence or passage as
instructed, i.e., the response follows all applicable grammatical rules of the
target language and accurately supplies a transformed word, phrase, or clause
construction as directed.

CORRECTION

Part C (21-24)—correcting errors

The candidate's response acceptably corrects the syntactic or linguistic errors
found in the passage, i.c., the response has located and corrected the errors of
language structure found within the passage and has retained the original
meaning.
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CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING ASSIGNMENT

Sample Test Directions for the Cultural Understanding Assignment

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR

CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

Section Four of this test consists of a cultural understanding assignment presented in your test
booklet. Your response may be written in either the target language or English. Write your response
on page 9 of the answer document under "Section Four." Your score will be based solely on the
response you write on page 9 of the answer document.

Y our response to the assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:
* IDENTIFICATION: accuracy and completeness in identification of the figure, feature, event,

institution, work of art, issue, etc., that is the topic of the assignment

* CULTURAL CONTEXT: ability to place the topic in the appropriate cultural context
(e.g., historical period, geographic location)

* CULTURAL ISSUES: clarity, accuracy, and thoroughness in relating the topic to broad
movements or issues in the target culture

Turn the page and continue with Section Four.
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Sample Cultural Understanding Assignment

Subarea IV: Cultural Understanding

For this section of the test, you will be asked to write about a specific aspect of the culture
associated with the target language. The topic may be a major historical figure; a significant
event or period; a well-known artist, work of art, or artistic movement; an important
geographical feature; or a cultural phenomenon or institution. The assignment will require
you to:

+ identify the topic, and

* explain in a few sentences why the given person, event, work, movement, geographical
feature, or institution is important to the culture.

An excellent answer will provide both basic, accurate information (e.g., placing a historical figure
in the correct period, correctly locating a geographical feature) and a succinct but thorough
analysis of the role of the subject in the development of a national or regional culture. Because
this exercise is designed to test your cultural knowledge and not your writing ability, you may
write your response to the assignment in either the target language or English. You may wish to
use the language that is more familiar to you.

The following is a cultural understanding assignment. Write your response on page 9 of the answer
document.

In the history of every culture, there are figures whose actions or character significantly influenced the
course of subsequent events. In Russian culture, Peter the Great is such a figure. In an essay of
approximately 100 to 200 words, describe the role of Peter the Great in the history of the Russian nation.
Your response may be written in either Russian or English and will be evaluated on the basis of your
cultural knowledge, not your writing ability. However, your ideas must be communicated clearly enough
to permit an assessment.
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Performance Characteristics for the Cultural Understanding

Assignment
The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the cultural understanding
assignment.
accuracy and completeness in identification of the figure, feature, event,
IDENTIFICATION

institution, work of art, issue, etc., that is the topic of the assignment

CULTURAL CONTEXT

ability to place the topic in the appropriate cultural context (e.g., historical
period, geographic location)

CULTURAL ISSUES

clarity, accuracy, and thoroughness in relating the topic to broad movements
or issues in the target culture

Scoring Scale for the Cultural Understanding Assignment

Scores will be assigned to each response to the cultural understanding assignment according to
the following scoring scale.

SCORE POINT

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4

The candidate accurately and fully identifies the figure, feature, event, institution, work
of art, issue, etc., named in the question. The candidate places the topic in the
appropriate cultural context (e.g., historical period, geographic location). The
candidate provides a thorough and accurate explanation of the relationship of the topic
to the development of the target culture.

The candidate accurately identifies the figure, feature, event, institution, work of art,
issue, etc., named in the question. The candidate provides limited but generally
accurate information regarding cultural context (e.g., historical period, geographic
location). The candidate provides some explanation of the relationship of the topic to
the development of the target culture, with only minor factual errors, if any.

The candidate provides minimal information to identify the topic named in the
assignment. The candidate provides little additional information, and may err in
placing the topic in cultural context. The candidate fails to address the significance of
the topic, or reveals misunderstanding of cultural trends and issues.

The candidate fails to identify accurately the figure, feature, event, institution, work of
art, issue, etc., named in the question. The candidate's response generally reveals
inadequate grasp of both specific facts and broader cultural trends and issues.
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WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

Sample Test Directions for the Written Expression Assignment

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FIVE

WRITTEN EXPRESSION

Section Five of this test consists of a written expression assignment in the target language. The
assignment appears on the following page. A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your
response to the assignment. It is not necessary that you cover every point on the list, nor are you
limited in your response to those points indicated. You are, however, required to write about the
general assignment that you are given, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which
you elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing.

You may use any blank space provided after the assignment to make notes, write an outline, or
otherwise prepare your response, but remember to record your final response on pages 11-12 of the
answer document under "Section Five." Your score will be based solely on the response you write
on pages 11-12 of the answer document. Your response must be written in the target language.

Y our response to the assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

« DEVELOPMENT: fullness of development of the topic

* COMMUNICATION: effectiveness of communication, including sociocultural appropriateness
*  COHERENCE: coherence and flow of language

*  VOCABULARY: command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

*  SYNTAX: handling of syntax and grammatical structures

*  MECHANICS: accuracy of spelling or character formation, diacritical marks, and punctuation
Be sure to write about the assigned topic. Please write legibly. You may not use any reference
materials during the test. Remember to review what you have written and make any changes that you

think will improve your response.

Turn the page and continue with Section Five.
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Sample Written Expression Assignment

Subarea V: Written Expression

For this section of the test, you will write in the target language a response to an assignment
presented in English. The assignment will contain a description of an imaginary situation and
ask you to carry out a writing task that arises from the situation: for example, writing a letter
to a friend narrating an experience described in the assignment. Your written response to the
assignment in the target language will be evaluated on the basis of six major criteria:

» fullness of development of the topic;

+ effectiveness of communication, including sociocultural appropriateness;

» coherence and flow of language;

* demonstrated command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions;

» accuracy in handling syntax and grammatical structures; and

* accuracy of spelling or character formation, diacritical marks, and punctuation.

An excellent response to the assignment will reflect the writer's ability to use a variety of
sentence structures, to handle transitions in thought without confusion or awkwardness, and to

communicate gracefully, using appropriate terms and idiomatic expressions and avoiding errors
in syntax, usage, spelling, and punctuation.

The following is a written expression assignment. Write your response on pages 11-12 of the
answer document. Your response must be written in Russian.

Imagine that you have a warm relationship with a family with whom you lived during a year of study in
Russia. You have stayed in touch with them since returning to the United States, but several months have
passed since you last wrote. Write a letter in Russian to re-establish contact with them. You may include,
but are not limited to, the following topics:

e reminiscences about your stay with them;
e inquiries about their welfare and activities;
* your own recent activities; and

* your plans for the immediate future.
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Performance Characteristics for the Written Expression Assignment

The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the written expression

assignment.
DEVELOPMENT fullness of development of the topic
COMMUNICATION | effectiveness of communication, including sociocultural appropriateness
COHERENCE coherence and flow of language
VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions
SYNTAX handling of syntax and grammatical structures
MECHANICS accuracy of spelling or character formation, diacritical marks, and punctuation
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Scoring Scale for the Written Expression Assignment

Scores will be assigned to each response to the written expression assignment according to the
following scoring scale.

SCORE POINT

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4

The candidate fully addresses the assigned topic and develops the topic by extensive
elaboration of specific points. A message is clearly and effectively communicated in a
socioculturally appropriate manner. The candidate's ideas are coherently presented,
and the flow of language is smooth and varied in well-constructed sentences. The
vocabulary used reflects a broad command of the language and the use of appropriate
idiomatic expressions. There is control of grammar with only minor syntax errors that
do not interrupt communication. There is accuracy in spelling or character formation
and accuracy in the use of diacritical marks and punctuation.

The candidate adequately addresses the assigned topic, with some elaboration of
specific points. The message is generally clear, but command of sociocultural aspects
of the language may be uncertain. The candidate exhibits some awkwardness in
phrasing of ideas. The vocabulary used is appropriate but limited in expression and
word choice. There is good command of simple linguistic constructions and grammar
but uneven command of more complex constructions. The writer makes few errors in
spelling or character formation and few errors in the use of diacritical marks and
punctuation.

The candidate addresses the assigned topic in a very limited way, with minimal
elaboration. The candidate fails to communicate a fully understandable message. The
candidate's ideas are presented in a disconnected manner that makes comprehension
difficult. The vocabulary is very simple, lacking some key words and expressions.
The use of grammar and syntax is so elementary that either little information is
conveyed or, though the information may be advanced, its grammatical presentation is
seriously flawed. The candidate makes frequent errors in spelling or character
formation and punctuation.

The candidate ineffectively addresses the assigned topic, without elaborating any
points. The candidate makes only a few statements, which may be unconnected.
There is an inadequate command of vocabulary to communicate a complete message.
The errors made in the use of grammar, syntax, spelling, and punctuation are so
frequent that communication is generally very difficult to understand.
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ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

Sample Test Directions for the Oral Expression Assignment

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION SIX

ORAL EXPRESSION

For Section Six of this test, you will speak on tape in the target language in response to an assignment
presented in your test booklet. You will read the assignment in your test booklet and have one
minute to consider your response, then you will have two minutes to speak. A list of suggestions to
help direct your response will be provided. It is not necessary that you address every point in the list,
nor are you limited to the points provided. However, what you say must be relevant to the situation
with which you are presented, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you
elaborate on the topic by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing.

You may NOT write in this test booklet. You will be scored only on the response that you provide
on the tape after the announcer instructs you to begin speaking. Your response must be spoken in
the target language.

Y our response will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

+ DEVELOPMENT: fullness of development of the topic

*  COHERENCE: clarity and coherence of the message

* FLUENCY: fluency and ease of expression

*  VOCABULARY: command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions
*  SYNTAX: handling of syntax and grammatical constructions

*  PRONUNCIATION: pronunciation and intonation

Once the tape has begun, it cannot be stopped, nor can you re-record a response.

When you have finished reading these directions, please look up. You will receive further

instructions from your test administrator.

DO NOT GO ON UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.

Look up when you are ready to begin.
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Sample Oral Expression Assignment

Subarea VI: Oral Expression

For this section of the test, you will speak on tape in the target language in response to an
assignment that is presented in English in your test booklet and that contains a description of
an imaginary situation that requires oral communication: for example, resolving a problem you
encounter while traveling in an area where the target language is spoken. You will read the
assignment in your test booklet and have one minute to consider your response, then you will
have two minutes to speak. The oral response that you record on tape in the target language
will be evaluated on the basis of six major criteria:

» fullness of development of the topic;

« clarity and coherence of the message;

» fluency and ease of expression;

* demonstrated command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions;

* accuracy in handling of syntax and grammatical constructions; and

* accuracy of pronunciation and intonation.

An excellent response to the assignment will reflect the speaker's ability to use a variety of
sentence structures, to handle transitions in thought without confusion or awkwardness, and to

communicate gracefully, using appropriate terms and idiomatic expressions and avoiding errors
in syntax and usage.
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(You will hear and read in the test booklet:)

Read the instructions below. You will have 1 minute to study these instructions. Then, when you
are told to do so, begin to respond in Russian. You may take up to 2 minutes to complete your
response. You will be told when the 2 minutes are up. You may begin studying the instructions
now. You will be told when to begin speaking.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

Imagine that you are the faculty advisor to a Russian student who is spending a year at your school on an
exchange program. After two weeks in the United States, the student is unhappy and wants to go home.
The student's parents telephone to express their concern and ask your advice. Speaking in Russian,
reassure them about the situation and explain to them why you feel their child should make the effort

to stay for the full year. You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

* possible reasons for the student's discontent, and any changes that could improve the situation;

* the potential benefits to the student of a year's stay in the United States;

* what the parents might do to encourage the student to stay; and

* what the student could do to adapt more successfully to the new situation.
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Performance Characteristics for the Oral Expression Assignment

The following characteristics guide the scoring of responses to the oral expression assignment.

DEVELOPMENT fullness of development of the topic

COHERENCE clarity and coherence of the message

FLUENCY fluency and ease of expression

VOCABULARY command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions
SYNTAX handling of syntax and grammatical constructions
PRONUNCIATION pronunciation and intonation

Scoring Scale for the Oral Expression Assignment

Scores will be assigned to each response to the oral expression assignment according to the
following scoring scale.

SCORE POINT

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4

The candidate fully addresses the assigned topic and develops the topic by extensive elaboration
of specific points. The candidate delivers a consistently clear message. The candidate speaks
fluently and uses a variety of sentences. The speaker displays mastery of a broad vocabulary,
including appropriate idiomatic expressions. The speaker handles simple and complex linguistic
constructions, making only minor grammatical errors that do not interfere with communication.
The speaker exhibits good to excellent pronunciation and intonation.

The candidate adequately addresses the assigned topic, with some elaboration of a few points.
The candidate generally delivers a clear message. The candidate speaks with some hesitation,
using a limited variety of sentence structures. The speaker uses appropriate but limited idiomatic
expressions and vocabulary. The speaker shows good command of simple linguistic
constructions, with some errors in more complex statements, and makes noticeable grammatical
errors that cause minor interruptions in intelligibility. There are minor mistakes in pronunciation
and intonation that do not interfere with communication.

The candidate addresses the assigned topic in a very limited way, with minimal elaboration. The
candidate delivers a message that is intermittently difficult to understand. The candidate speaks
with frequent hesitation, using simple and repetitive sentence structures. The speaker uses very
simple vocabulary, lacking some key words and expressions. The speaker handles only simple
linguistic constructions, with uneven command, and makes frequent grammatical errors that
significantly impede comprehension. Pronunciation and intonation are sufficiently faulty to make
comprehension sometimes difficult.

The candidate inadequately addresses the assigned topic, without elaborating any points. The
candidate generally fails to communicate a clear message. The speaker hesitates frequently,
making speech sound fragmented and choppy. The speaker exhibits inadequate command of
vocabulary to communicate a complete message. The speaker shows little command of basic
elements of sentence structure, grammar, and syntax. Frequent errors are made in pronunciation
and intonation, making speech generally very difficult to understand.
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